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RE: Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards for Model Years 2024-2026 Passenger 
Cars and Light Trucks RIN 2127-AM34

Dear Secretary Buttigieg and Acting Administrator Cliff: 

On behalf of the undersigned health organizations, we write to provide comment on the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) proposal to revisit corporate average 
fuel economy (CAFE) standards for model years 2024-2026. We support NHTSA in taking on 
this review and acting to reconsider actions taken by the previous administration to weaken 
health- and climate- protective vehicle standards established in 2012. We call on NHTSA to go 
beyond the proposed revision and set fuel economy standards at least as stringent as the 
standards established in 2012. Specifically, we urge the agency to finalize the proposal at least 
as stringent as Alternative 3 to maximize long-term health benefits. And we urge you to 
complete the rulemaking in a timely manner to ensure the rules are implemented in model year 
2024. 

Today, over forty percent of all Americans - 135 million - live in a community impacted by air 
that is unhealthy to breathe, according to the American Lung Association's State of the Air

202i. People of color are especially impacted, as are lower-income communities, children, 



1 American Lung Association. State of the Air 2021. April 2021. www.lung.org/sota.  
2 NHTSA Preliminary Regulatory Impact Assessment. Proposed Rulemaking for Model Years 2024-2026 Light-Duty 
Vehicle Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards. August 2021.  Fig. 6-71 at p.7. 
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/2021-08/CAFE-NHTSA-2127-AM34-PRIA-Complete-web-8-6-21-
tag.pdf 
3 Ibid. Fig. 6-71 at p. 220.   
4 Ibid. Fig. 6-52 at p. 202. 
5 Ibid. Fig. 6-49 at p. 200. 
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6 NHTSA Technical Support Document (August 2021) notes that while modest SO2 increases are projected under all 
alternatives due to assumptions about power sector emissions associated with expanded use of electric vehicles, 
the transition to cleaner generation is projected to reduce this effect and thereby reduce impacts projected by 
NHTSA. For example, NHTSA states in the TSD at p. 3: “The adoption of actions—such as actions prompted by 
President Biden’s Executive Order directing agencies to develop a Federal Clean Electricity and Vehicle Procurement 
Strategy—to reduce electricity generation emission rates beyond projections underlying NHTSA’s analysis 
(discussed in Chapter 5) could dramatically reduce SO2 emissions under all regulatory alternatives considered 
here.” https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/2021-08/CAFE-NHTSA-2127-AM34-TSD-Complete-web-tag.pdf  
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