
December 10, 2020 
 
President-elect Biden and Presidential Transition Co-Chairs: 
 
As leading national, state, local, and tribal nation organizations dedicated to advancing the health and 
well-being of all in our nation, we want to congratulate you on your election victory. We are grateful for 
your leadership on health care during the campaign, especially your sharp focus on the devastating 
COVID-19 pandemic and renewed call for racial justice. While the challenges facing your administration 
are truly unprecedented, you have an historic opportunity to build on your record of success in 
protecting and advancing our nation’s health to achieve tremendous progress for the American people. 
Our organizations stand ready to work with you to achieve that goal. 
 
As you set your agenda for the coming year, combating COVID-19 and addressing the pressing health 
care needs of all our country’s individuals and families must be your highest priority.  Your work on 
these issues will be key to turning the tide of the pandemic, restoring our economy, and saving lives. It 
will also set the course for the health and well-being of every family in America for decades to come. As 
such, we urge you to prioritize the health care commitments you made during the campaign in the first 
year of your administration, and that they be central to your first 100 days agenda. Specifically, we urge 
you to: 
 
Take bold and immediate action to address the COVID-19 pandemic. To protect families’ access to care 
and financial security, to reduce health and economic inequities, and to save jobs and promote 
economic recovery, we implore you to work with Congress to provide relief from the disruptions 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. We urge you to: 

 Ensure all individuals have equitable access to testing and treatment for COVID-19. 

 Ensure equitable distribution of any safe, effective vaccine for COVID-19. 

 Equip states, territories, counties and other localities with sufficient financial support to combat 
the crisis and appropriately manage persistent budget shortfalls. 

 Provide unfettered access to personal protective equipment and support to the health care 
workforce and others on the frontlines of the pandemic. 

 Strengthen and invest in modernizing the nation’s public health systems at Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention as well as state, local, territorial, and tribal health departments, to 
better respond to COVID-19 and ongoing public health threats. 

 Bolster access to health coverage and care, while maximizing capacity throughout the health 

system to treat all patients in need. 

 
End racial injustice in health and health care, and ensure all individuals and families have equal 
opportunity to live a healthy life, free from health disparities and barriers to care because of who they 
are, where they live, what language they speak, or how they identify. There is a growing determination 
in the United States that our nation’s tragic history of systemic racism and the resulting inequities in 
health and health care will no longer be tolerated. To bend the arc of history toward justice in health 
outcomes we urge you to: 

 Establish a White House Office focused on achieving health and racial equity to improve 
coordination, through a racial equity lens, on core health, environmental, and economic justice 
issues across major federal agencies.  

 Direct the Department of Health and Human Services to require that every state, locality, and 
territory measure and report on health outcomes by race, ethnicity, primary language, 



rural/urban location, and disability status, at a minimum; and to realign payment to ensure 
accountability to end health disparities across health and social services systems.  

 Rescind regulatory revisions to section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act that institute an 
ideologically based re-definition of sex discrimination that excludes discrimination based on 
gender identity and sexual orientation and rolls back protections that provide access to 
interpretation and translation services. 

 
Pursue common-sense reforms that make health coverage and care affordable for all families in 
America. No parent should be forced to choose between going to the doctor and putting food on the 
table. No taxpayer should face unaffordable health care costs in retirement despite a lifetime of paying 
into Medicare. No worker should be forced to stay in an unsafe job just to keep their health care. No 
immigrant - many of whom have been at the frontlines of this pandemic caring for our loved ones, 
picking and processing our food, and keeping our economy in motion – should be denied access to care. 
Among the many steps available to the new administration, we urge you to: 

 Ensure health coverage and access to regular medical care for all people, regardless of 
immigration status, starting with reinstating protections for DACA-eligible residents and 
rescinding recent harmful regulations that threaten the health and safety of immigrant families, 
including the “public charge” rule.   

 Streamline Medicaid and CHIP eligibility processes to eliminate red-tape barriers to enrolling 
and maintaining coverage by extending enrollment periods and making enrollment automatic, 
inclusive, and more stable. 

 Make marketplace coverage more affordable, including for people without job-based coverage 

 Allow and encourage states to better utilize 1332 and 1115 waivers to improve health coverage 
options and increase access to a full spectrum of health care services.   

 Make meaningful progress toward the goal of enacting comprehensive Medicare coverage for 
oral health by extending Medicare coverage for “medically necessary oral health care”.  

 
Bring down health care costs and transform our health care system by ending health industry abuses 
and prioritizing high-quality, consumer-centered health care. Now is the time to address the needs of 
everyday families over powerful special interests. We urge you to: 

 Lower prescription drug costs by working with Congress to make meaningful progress toward 
allowing the government to negotiate for fair and reasonable Medicare drug prices.  

 End surprise medical bills that send people into bankruptcy by banning “balanced billing” 
practices and providing protections to consumers without increasing costs.  

 Enact policies that move our health system towards incentivizing affordable, high-quality 

services centered on outcomes and value instead of volume of care. 

 

The undersigned organizations are committed to doing everything in our power to help you bring to 
fruition the health care vision that you articulated with such power on the campaign trail. The health of 
our nation now requires that you follow through on those commitments with swift and bold action. We 
stand ready to work with you to advance these and other critical health policies that address the urgent 
health care needs of America’s families. 
 
For any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jen Taylor, Senior Director for Federal Relations at 
Families USA: jtaylor@familiesusa.org, 202-626-0612  
 
Sincerely, 

mailto:jtaylor@familiesusa.org
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