
June 10, 2021 

President Joe Biden 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20500 

Administrator Michael Regan 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

RE: Strengthen the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone and Particulate Matter 

Dear Mr. President and Administrator Regan, 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, we urge you to move swiftly to set 

stronger primary and secondary National Ambient Air Quality Standards for dangerous 

particulate matter (PM) and ozone pollution. The latest science and medical data demonstrate 

the urgent need for tighter limits on these harmful and pervasive pollutants, particularly to 

protect vulnerable populations including children, older Americans, people with asthma, 

pregnant people, people with underlying health conditions and sensitive ecosystems. 

Our organizations thank you for your early actions and leadership to begin rebuilding the 

Environmental Protection Agency and return the agency to its critical work of protecting public 

health and the environment. We are encouraged by your commitments to address historic 

environmental injustices and to restore the role of science in setting federal health and 

environmental standards. We urge you to prioritize updates to the ozone and particulate matter 

primary and secondary standards as a central part of EPA's plan to build back better. Stronger 

standards for ozone and particulate matter will significantly benefit public health and the 

environment, while also helping advance efforts to combat climate change. This is important for 

all Americans, but particularly fenceline and environmental justice communities who are more 

likely to live in areas with dirty air and bear heavier burdens from the effects of climate change 

and extreme weather. 

Too many Americans suffer health harms and premature death because the air where they live 

is unsafe to breathe. Study after study has shown that the areas with the dirtiest air continue to 

be disproportionately lower-income communities and Black or Latinx neighborhoods. The 

American Lung Association's 2021 "State of the Air'' report found that more than 40% of 

Americans currently live in places with unhealthy levels of ozone and PM pollution. Additionally, 

the COVID-19 pandemic shined a spotlight on the legacies of environmental racism. 

Communities with poor air quality, disproportionately lower-income families and people of color, 

experienced higher than average rates of sickness and death from the virus. 





evidence that a more protective, science-based standard is necessary to adequately protect the 

health of our communities. 

These pollutants do not just harm public health: they also damage the environment, diminishing 

breathtaking views, curbing tree and plant growth (including crops), and even damaging whole 

ecosystems. For well over a decade, EPA's independent scientific advisors have made clear 

that these harms occur even at pollution levels the current standards allow. The science 

underlying those expert findings has strengthened over time, yet the standards have failed to 

keep up. Indeed, EPA's 2008 and 2015 attempts at setting environment-protective secondary 

ozone standards were rejected in court because they violated the Clean Air Act and failed to 

rationally follow the science. Especially with climate change's threat to our environment, it is 

long past time for EPA to set strong, independent ozone and particulate matter secondary 

standards that follow the evidence and protect the environment against these damaging 

pollutants. 

EPA's mission is to protect public health and the environment, and strengthening these 

standards based on sound scientific and medical evidence will do just that by saving lives and 

cleaning up dirty air for over 135 million Americans. Stronger particulate matter and ozone 

standards will also help protect the great outdoors, improving vistas, enhancing forests' carbon 

sequestration, protecting our crops, and strengthening entire ecosystems. Reductions in these 

pollutants will also likely have important carbon reduction co-benefits. The benefits of stronger 

standards will undoubtedly benefit the health and well-being of our natural environment, all 

people across the country, and particularly those who have been disproportionately burdened by 

these harmful air pollutants. We urge EPA to quickly act to set evidence-based primary and 

secondary standards that will begin to right environmental injustices and protect all Americans 

from these dangerous pollutants. 

Sincerely, 

Adirondack Council 

Air Alliance Houston 

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Appalachian Mountain Club 

Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America 

California Communities Against Toxics 

California Safe Schools 

Cease Fire Campaign 

Center for Progressive Reform 

Center for Reproductive Rights 

Central California Asthma Collaborative 

Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 








