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February 1, 2019 - Washington, D.C. – On behalf of the more than 60 million Americans with 
asthma and allergies – many of whom depend on life-saving medications. This series of hearings 
demonstrates the senators’ commitment to exploring the problem of overpriced medications in 
America. 

We particularly thank Senator Grassley for highlighting the cost of epinephrine auto-injectors in 
his statement. It is estimated that 16.2 million Americans are at risk for anaphylaxis and need 
epinephrine. It is the only proven method available to treat anaphylaxis – a severe allergic 
reaction which can be fatal. For these patients, having access to epinephrine is a literal matter of 
life and death. 

“The consistent increase of medication costs is demonstrative of a broken system in which 
patients who are dependent on these drugs carry unnecessary burden,” Kenneth Mendez, AAFA 
President and CEO states. “It is our hope that these hearings will require transparency from drug 
manufacturers and pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs).” 

AAFA is encouraged that the Senate is taking this problem to task and looks forward to its 
resolution. 

 

About AAFA 

Celebrating 65 years of service, AAFA is the oldest and largest non-profit patient organization 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for people with asthma, allergies and related 
conditions through research, education, advocacy and support. AAFA provides practical 
information and community-based services through its digital communities and network of 
chapters and support groups. Through its Kids with Food Allergies division, AAFA offers the most 
extensive online support community for families of children with food allergies. AAFA also helps 
consumers identify products suitable for those with asthma and allergies through the asthma & 
allergy friendly® Certification Program. For more information, visit www.aafa.org.  
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